JUNE 2010

MAGAZINE FOR THE LUXURY LIFESTYLE™

Robb Report

BEST OF

THE
BEST

" LEISURE*DOMESTIC RED WINES &

HEN DIRK HAMPSON joined Far

Niente Winery in 1982 as assistant

winemaker, he and owner Gil
Nickel made a small quantity of Pinot Noir from
some of the vines at Chateau Chevalier, a historic
property in Napa Valley’s Spring Mountain
District that Nickel had purchased. Ultimately,
they abandoned the project, feeling that it
compromised the winery’s original mission to
make Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay. But
when the Far Niente partners bought Graton
Vineyard in the Green Valley area of the Russian
River Valley in 2005, they revived the concept,
founding EnRoute Winery, which is devoted
exclusively to the production of boutique Pinot
Noir. The winery’s inaugural release, the
EnRoute 2007 Pinot Noir Russian River Valley
Les Pommiers (www.enroutewinery.com) is
lavishly textured and redolent of raspberry,
pomegranate, rose hip, and cranberry. —B.A.

*

OTHER DOMESTIC RED WINES
IN THIS CATEGORY:

Colgin 2006 IX Estate Cabernet Sauvignon
Hourglass 2006 Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley
Saxum 2007 James Berry Vineyard Paso Robles




